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This senior project is an analysis of a recent example of media coverage of 

cloning research, in specific the phenomenon of the headless clone. The headless 

clones were prevalent images that were employed in a variety of narratives for a 

brief period and now continue on to serve as rhetorical resources in the debate 

over cloning. The body of this senior project is divided up into three chapters, 

which each chronicle a different stage of the development of the controversy 

over the headless clones.

The first chapter focuses on how the headless clones first developed in the 

mass media from their original incarnation as headless tadpoles. This process 

began in 1997, when writers for the Sunday edition of The London Times 

interviewed Professor Jonathan Slack, who discussed some of his recent 

experiments, where he produced headless and tailless frog tadpoles through 

genetic manipulation in the course of his research into vertebrate development. 

The resultant article appeared at the top of the front page of the October 19, 1997 

Sunday Times under the headline, "Headless frog opens way for human organ 

factory." The story then hit the wire services for global circulation in print and 

broadcast media. Spirited discussions about the ethics of creating headless clones 

for organ harvesting then took place, but died down quickly due to the absence 

of the immediacy of any results.

The second chapter focuses on how the furor over the headless clones 

reawakened months later in 1998, when Dr. Richard Seed made public his plan 

(through a NPR story broadcast on January 6, 1998) to set up a human cloning 



clinic. The attention that Seed draws to cloning provokes Charles Krauthammer 

to release an essay against the production of headless clones in Time, preparing 

the headless clones as rhetorical resources for use in upcoming legislative 

debates over cloning research.

The third chapter deals with the aftermath of the debate, and studies how 

the headless clones have passed on into societal discourse. Also, the succeeding 

controversy over human embryonic stem cells is analyzed for its similarities to 

the controversy over the headless clones.
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