
5.1.1 Congress: Delegations.

The first place to look for senators and representatives who are concerned with space are 

in states where constituents are strongly tied to the space business. Four states where space is 

big business are Texas, Maryland, California and Florida, where NASA's Johnson Space Center, 

Goddard Space Flight Center, Jet Propulsion Laboratory and Kennedy Space Center are located, 

respectively.

Texas makes a strong showing on both sides of the congressional aisles when it comes to 

the space -- three Republicans and four Democrats sit on the House Science Committee. 

Republican Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson has also spoken in favor of NASA. The Texan 

contingent is concerned that possible cuts in human spaceflight programs due to multibillion-

dollar cost overruns for the International Space Station could hurt Texans, because Houston's 

Johnson Space Center is where the bulk of human spaceflight funds go.

Maryland's Sen. Barbara Mikulski, a Democratic strategist, traditionally has proved a 

leader in space policy and defended Goddard Space Flight Center. However, her office feels 

embattled under the Bush administration and is worried that they may be cut out of the loop. 

Maryland's Rep. Roscoe Bartlett, a Republican, also sits on the House Subcommittee on Space 

and Aeronautics. 

California's Rep. Dana Rohrabacher, a Republican, is chairman of the House 

Subcommittee on Space and Aeronautics. He is a champion of space commercialization and is 

usually good for a quote or two. Three other Congress members from California sit on the 

subcommittee, two of whom are Republicans.

Florida's Rep. Dave Weldon, a Republican, is also a key player in space policy and 

NASA supporter. He employs a special legislative assistant, Brendan Curry, solely for space and 

science matters. Curry is very knowledgeable on space matters and is willing to refer reporters to 

other sources.



However, do not forget that these four state delegations are not the only ones interested 

in space policy. Delegates from states where the aerospace and telecommunications industries or 

Department of Defense's space divisions are strong also bear watching. For instance, Boeing, the 

lead contractor for the International Space Station, is headquartered in Seattle, although its space 

group is located in Seal Beach, Calif. At the time of writing this primer, Boeing was moving its 

headquarters from Washington to Denver, Chicago or Dallas, which may further complicate 

Boeing's political ties.

Furthermore, some Congress members choose an interest in space regardless of delegation 

-- for instance, Sen. Bob Smith (R-N.H.) wants to establish a fifth military service, the 

aforementioned Space Force. Retired members of Congress also prove of interest. Bob Walker, 

who served as a member of Congress (R-Penn.) for 20 years, was a leader in advancing the space 

program, and is now chairman and CEO of the government relations firm The Wexler Group.

Party membership was mentioned with each member of Congress because partisan 

politics can play a key role in space policy proceedings. During congressional hearings over 

NASA's cost overruns for the International Space Station, Republican members sought to blame 

Clinton and the Russians for the budget problems while Democrat members asserted the blame 

lay all around. However, given the almost evenly-divided Congress and Senate, NASAWatch.com 

editor Keith Cowing noticed that partisan bickering was remarkably civil when it came to the 

International Space Station cost overrun problems. This sense of bipartisanship, however 

artificial and temporary, may prove a story in itself.

Some of the best sources for stories come from congressional hearings in which journalists 

often are given the written statements of witnesses beforehand. These statements may provide 

important information if a reporter enters a story cold with little background knowledge, and at 

the very least usually make the chore of taking down quotes a bit easier. "Hearings are important, 

but much is prefabricated bluster," Divis warned. "It's key to make face to face contact -- it is 



particularly important with staff."

5.1.2 Congress: Delegations, Websites.

Congress members by state: http://www.house.gov/house/MemberWWW_by_State.htm

Senators by state: http://www.senate.gov/senators/senator_by_state.cfm

5.2.1 Congress: Committees, commissions and offices.

There are several congressional committees and subcommittees that are involved in space. 

One pair of subcommittees may seem oddly out of place in space at first glance -- the House and 

Senate Subcommittees on Veterans Affairs, Housing and Urban Development and Independent 

Agencies (VA-HUD-IA), both under each respective congressional branch's appropriations 

committees. It helps to know that NASA is funded by VA-HUD-IA, as it falls under the 

purview of "independent agencies."

To help understand how programs work with the government, a distinction must be made 

between an authorizing committee and an appropriations committee.

1) Authorizing committees create authority with legislation through which money is 

spent on programs.

2) Appropriations committees hand out money for authorized programs.

3) There are usually more authorizations than appropriations.

4) Programs can proceed without authorizations, if they are receiving funds via 

appropriations for mandatory programs.

The House and Senate science committees are examples of authorizing committees, while 

the House and Senate appropriations committees are self-explanatory.

The distinction between authorization and appropriation may prove critical in an ongoing 

space story. For example, in June 1993, the House narrowly defeated an amendment by Rep. 

Tim Roemer (D-Ind.) to end the space station program in the fiscal year 1994 NASA 

authorization bill. Roemer tried again a week later on the fiscal year 1994 VA-HUD-IA 



appropriations bill, an amendment that failed by a wider margin.

The science and appropriations committees are often good sources of information in the 

space beat. Sietzen recommended that reporters cultivate Eric Sterner and Rubin Mitchell as 

sources -- both serve on the staff of the House Science Committee. Sterner is very knowledgeable 

on space but rarely, if ever, speaks on record. Other committees at times also connect with space 

-- for instance, in 2000 the Senate Armed Services Committee helped establish the Space 

Commission, known more formally as the Commission to Assess United States National 

Security Space Management and Organization. This commission suggested a stronger military 

presence in space.

The General Accounting Office is the investigative arm of Congress. It examines how 

taxpayer money is spent and advises lawmakers and agency heads on ways to make departments 

more effective. NASA and other agencies have been under the scrutiny of GAO more than once. 

GAO reports may take some deciphering, but stories based on these reports have a definite air of 

authority. Also of interest is the Congressional Budget Office, which provides economic analyses 

for Congress. While it rarely focuses on NASA, it does spend a great deal of time on national 

security matters touching upon space.

5.2.2 Congress: Committees and commissions, Websites.

Senate Committees: http://www.senate.gov/committees/index.cfm

Committee on Commerce, Science and Technology: 

http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/senate/senate07.html

Subcommittee on Science, Technology and Space

Appropriations: http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/senate/senate03.html

Subcommittee on VA, HUD and Independent Agencies

Armed Services: http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/senate/senate04.html

Select Committee on Intelligence: http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/senate/senate23.html



Budget: http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/senate/senate06.html

House of Representatives: http://www.house.gov/house/CommitteeWWW.html

Science: http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/house/house14.html

Subcommittee on Space and Aeronautics

Appropriations: http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/house/house02.html

Subcommittee on VA, HUD and Independent Agencies

Armed Services: http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/house/house11.html

Budget: http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/house/house04.html

Transportation and Infrastructure: http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/house/house17.html

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence: 

http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/house/house22.html

Offices:

General Accounting Office: http://www.gao.gov

Congressional Budget Office: http://www.cbo.gov


